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And Away We Go…  
 

A spectacular opening ceremonies 
kicked off the 2008 Canada Cup 
wheelchair rugby tournament on Friday 
morning.  The teams and platform party 
were marched in to the gym by two red-
coated members of the RCMP.  The 
platform party consisted of Provincial 
MLA John Nuraney, Laurel Crosby, 
chair of the 2010 World Rugby 
Championship, Donald Royer, president 
of the CWSA, Gina Moreto, from 
tournament gold sponsor Coloplast, 
Maura Strange, Secretary-General of 
IWAS, Brad Mikkelsen, president of the 
IWRF, Assistant US Consul Jerry Down, 
and Japanese Consul Ichiro Muto. 

Nuraney got a large applause when in 
his remarks he announced that the BC 
government was giving the organizing 
committee $250,000 towards hosting 
the 2010 World Wheelchair Rugby 
Championship in Richmond, $50,000 of 
which will go towards a lasting legacy 
still to be determined. 
 
Entertainment was supplied by the local 
group “Showstoppers” who did a lively 
song and dance routine around a large 
ball of the world.  It was a great way to 
officially open the Canada Cup. 
 


