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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




June 25, 2006

CANADA FINISHES THIRD

US TAKES THE CANADA CUP IN TRIPLE OVERTIME!

Burnaby (Bonsor Recreation Centre) – A different Team Canada showed up for the Bronze medal game today and came up with a 48-45 win over Australia at the  2006 Canada Cup, an International Wheelchair Rugby Tournament involving National Teams from eight countries. The tournament is hosted by BC Wheelchair Sports Association (BCWSA) in conjunction with the Canadian Wheelchair Sports Association (CWSA).

In a major shift from the semi-final where Canada came slowly out of the gate against the USA, the team came out firing and didn’t stop until the final whistle.

“We started out strong and was able to stick with it through the whole game,” said Mike Whitehead of London, Ontario. “Yesterday we got behind early then wasn’t able to stick to our game plan. Today we were confident in our abilities.”

“The guys were more determined today,” added Assistant Coach Adam Frost of Vancouver. “We wanted momentum heading into the World Championships and now we have that. Getting the lead allowed us to play our game.”

Richmond, BC’s Ian Chan led all scorers with 17 points while Patrice Simard of Quebec City had 13. Top scorer for Australia was Brad Dubberley with 15.

New Zealand began the championship game with their vaunted Haka, an intimidation chant performed at the beginning of the game. There wasn’t much separating the two teams as it took triple overtime to settle the Gold medal match at 49-48 for the US. It was deadlocked at 42 after regulation time as the States forced two turnovers in a span of under a minute. After the first overtime the teams were locked at 45 and it was 47-all after the second overtime.

“We took another step in our pursuit of perfection,” said United States Head Coach James Gumbert. “We’ve played New Zealand four times in the last few days and each time we seem to bring out the best in each other. I do believe we will see them again in Christchurch (World Championships, September 2006) in one form or another.”

High scorer for the US was Mark Zupan with 18 points while New Zealand’s Geremy Tinker finished with 16 points.

In the seventh/eighth game, Germany waited for the final second to score a 28-27 win over Japan and Great Britain was just too strong in the fifth/sixth game scoring a 43-24 win over Sweden.

For MVPs, All-Stars and photos, check www.cwsa.ca after 7:00 p.m. (PST)

BCWSA is a not-for-profit organization devoted to providing opportunities for athletes with physical disabilities. Since being founded in 1971, the association has worked to provide access to quality programs for athletes with disabilities. This has always been the focus and continues to be what drives the association. In partnership with other Provincial Wheelchair Sports Associations across Canada, BCWSA is dedicated to promoting wheelchair sport and community awareness.
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For more information, contact Gail Hamamoto Doré, Director of Sport Development for BC Wheelchair Sports Association at 604-737-3195 gail@bcwheelchairsports.com
For media inquiries contact Brian Pound at 604-817-6658 (cell) or Judy Joseph at 250-247-7850 or cell 604-788-5609.

For results, All-Stars, MVP and photos, check out www.cwsa.ca
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